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Third Saturday Meeting

IMPORTANT DATES:
Saturday, May 21, 2016
Tuesday, May 3
East Bay Gives Water: What's N t?
See page 6 ater. at's NeXxt:
Saturday, May 7 Guest speaker: Marguerite Patil,
“Fire and Water” Contra Costa Water District.
7-8 pm, Lafayette
S 7 g . . .
cepase Ms. Patil joined CCWD in 2000 and is the Special
Tuesday, May 17 ASS|sta_nt to the _G_eneraI_Manager for the agency. She is
Sh . a registered civil engineer with over 25 years of
ared Housing - - . . .
experience in project management, planning, design and
10 am — noon ! . L .
construction on a variety of civilL mechanical and
Walnut Creek . . . .
environmental engineering projects.
See page 6
Tuesdav. Mav 31 She has served as Project Manager of the Los Vaqueros
S“tes day’ ay 4' Reservoir Expansion Project since the project began in
aturday, June January 2001. She also manages CCWD’s Delta and
Early Voting

regional strategic initiatives, water resources, and legal

See cocovotes.us for times services programs.

and locations

SN\ CONTRA COSTA
Tuesday, June 7 = WATER DISTRICT

Primary Election

Come participate, discuss and learn.

Saturday, June 11
LWVDV Annual Meeting Concord Library
Speaker: Helen Benjamin, 3-4:30 p.m.

Chancellor, Contra Costa
Community Colleges
10am — noon

2900 Salvio Street | Concord, CA

) League and non-League members welcome!
Lafayette Community Ctr. Light refreshments served
500 St. Mary’s Rd,

Lafavette
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LEAGUE LEADER’'S LETTER

By Ann Flynn, LWVDV President

We owe a big thank-you to Carol Murota and the highly capable team she brought together for
a successful consensus meeting held to complete LWVDV's year-long Higher Education Study.
We participated with a dedicated group of members and guests who demonstrated a strong
commitment to improvement of higher education in California. | was impressed at the
knowledge represented in the room—educators, employers, parents, and of course, former
college students—as we grappled with complex issues. The most important take-away from my
own participation was the group's solid commitment to making a system better for future
generations. | was proud to be a witness to this consensus process. Please join me in thanking
Carol and her team for their fine work.

Later in this issue you'll read more about EAST BAY GIVES, a fund raising effort sponsored by
The East Bay Foundation. LWVDV has joined in this year's campaign where, for a 24-hour
period, the entire East Bay will donate to over 500 non-profit organizations using an online
platform. Suzan Requa is managing our participation. Kudos to Suzan for blazing a trail in this
new medium of online fund raising. Please join me in participating on May 3. We realize not all
members will contribute in this way, but this is a brave new world of online social media that we
need to be a part of in order for us to stay relevant. Thanks for your support!

Sometimes it seems like this election cycle will never end! Once again, Gwen Watson led the
LWVDV effort, giving local candidates the opportunity to participate in televised forums on
CCTV. You'll see Gwen's article on the tapings in Martinez, and find the playback schedule link
S0 you, too, can view these Supervisor, Assembly, State Senate and Congressional roundtables.
Tune in and become aware of these candidates and races.

In League,
Ann Flynn
info@lwvdv.org

California Higher Education: What the Future Holds for our State

The League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley invites you to hear Dr. Helen Benjamin, retiring
Chancellor of the Contra Costa Community College District, on Saturday, June 11, 2016. She will
speak at the League's annual meeting, with her remarks beginning at 11:00 am. Location is in
the Cedar Room at the Lafayette Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road, Lafayette.

Dr. Benjamin will be sharing her experience in higher education and her perspective on the
future of our once nationally-renowned community college system. The state is challenged
more and more with fluctuating budgets — which make future planning impossible — and with
changing demographics. In addition to her regional leadership in public higher education, Dr.
Benjamin is a member of President Obama’s Commission on the Future.

Call our Diablo Valley League office 925 283 2235 or email: info@lwvdv.org for information.
Reservations to hear Dr. Benjamin are not required.
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VOTER SERVICE

League and MapLight Launch Voter’s Edge California
for June Presidential Primary Election

Just in time for the June Presidential Primary Election, the League of Women Voters of
California Education Fund has launched Voter’s Edge California, a comprehensive,
nonpartisan online guide to elections covering federal, state, and local races in the state
of California.

Using Voter’'s Edge California, voters can:
e Access their full, personalized ballot by entering their address.

e Get in-depth information on candidates, measures, and who supports them.

e View candidate biographies, top @) fmrertt e
priorities, answers to quEeStiONS, [y ——
photos, policy videos, endorsements,
and detailed information about who
funds their campaigns.

e Browse unbiased explanations of
ballot measures; find out who
supports, opposes, and funds them.

e Check where, when, and how to

© 153 ot wawm pbanst Ywmer s Lage Cwibwrae

vote, including information on their
local polling locations.

Keep track of their choices to make voting easier.

Share information about the election with friends and family.
Access a Spanish language version of the website.

How does it work? Enter your zip code and your street address to access your
complete ballot. Your address information is confidential (privacy policy). We are
nonpartisan, nonprofit, and do not sell information.

Why use Voter’s Edge California? We launched a prototype of the voter guide in
California for the 2014 election. It received more than 725,000 visits—about 10% of the
number of Californians who cast ballots in the election.

Please help spread the word!

LWV Diablo Valley Voter’s Edge Team
Contra Costa County Coordinator: Marian Shostrom
Local Coordinators: Sue Brandy, Tiffany Martin, Carol Murota, Suzan Requa
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Televised Roundtables — Watch the Candidates!

Diablo Valley League and West County League, along with Contra Costa Elections
Department and Contra Costa TV, helped organize eleven Election Preview Televised
Roundtables for the June 7, 2016, Primary. These programs will be broadcast on
Channels 27, 32, 24, and 99 from May 1 through June 7 Primary Election Day. See the
schedule or watch the Election Previews online at www.contracostatv.org.

CCTV — Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32, and
| AT&T U-verse Channel 99 —uwill be broadcasting County
Supervisor, District 3; Assembly Districts 11, 14, 15, and 16;
State Senate District 3, 7, and 9; and U.S. Representative
Districts 5 and 11.

DELTA Channel — Comcast Channel 24 and AT&T U-verse
Channel 99 — will broadcast County Supervisor District 5; Assembly Districts 11 and 14;
State Senate District 7; and U.S. Representative District 9.

Steve Weir and Latressa Wilson-Alford were the moderators. Despite the fact that five
incumbents did not participate in the programs, the shows went on without them.
Juliana Boyle, Lori Stevens, Sue Hamill, Barbara Hill, and Suzan Requa timed the April
14 sessions. As the candidates arrived, Marian Shostrum managed their bios and
qualifications for the Voters’ Edge online program. Ann Flynn and Gwen Watson
organized five shows and Gwen assisted with six others. A great voter service team
effort!

The Televised Roundtables, Voters’ Edge, Early Voting, specially decorated Sample
Ballots, and numerous places to cast ballots are all efforts to educate and engage
Contra Costa’s voters to be well informed.  And soon after the June 7 primary we’'ll
begin preparing for the General Election == 5
Roundtables to be broadcast in October. ' f

Engage Life Engages Voting Life

Gwen Watson plans to engage the Engage Life |
Group of Atria Walnut Creek on the compelling
efforts of our County Elections Department
and the LWVDV to educate voters and make
voting fun. Tuesday, May 10, is the day; 6:30
pm is the time.

Voter Service is Fun!

Carol Murota and Marian Shostrum working on Voters Edge California at the office.
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Action: LWV Diablo Valley

Vote With the League

Measure B: Brentwood Union School District Bonds — Decision Pending
Measure C: Lafayette School District Bonds — SUPPORT
Measure D: Walnut Creek School District Bonds — SUPPORT
Measure E: Antioch Card Rooms — NO POSITION

Measure G: Antioch City Treasurer — NO POSITION

Measure H: Clayton Parcel Tax — NO POSITION

Measure K: Oakley Library Parcel Tax — SUPPORT

Measure L: Orinda Road Bonds — SUPPORT

Measure M: Pittsburg Sales Tax — SUPPORT

Measure AA: Regional Parcel Tax, Bay Restoration — SUPPORT
Proposition 50: Suspension of Legislators -- SUPPORT

Observer Corps: Lafayette
Carol Murota, LWVDV Vice-President and Lafayette Observer

As Carole Woods noted in her earlier story about serving as a Concord City Council
Observer, there are always fascinating insights into how things work, and just plain
good information at these meetings.

League Member recognition:

Our own Janet Thomas, LWVDV Membership Chair, was
honored by the Lafayette City Council with an Environmental
Award of Excellence. Janet is a founding member of the |
Environmental Task Force, a driving force behind the
Lafayette Community Garden, a chemistry and environmental
science teacher for many of our children who have gone on to
work in science fields, and an active League of Women Voters
board member. We are delighted that her many achievements
were publicly recognized.

Electric Cars:

Lafayette proves its forward thinking. Soon, you will be able to tank up your electric
vehicles in Lafayette on a local city street. The City Council authorized city manager
Steve Falk to sign an agreement for EV charging stations. The pre-vote discussions
ranged broadly, from where to locate these stations to balancing the length of charging
times necessary versus the convenience of shopping and dining for EV owners, while
minimizing the impact of lost parking spaces on gas fueled cars. Lafayette City Council
members have a lot to consider when making decisions.
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SHARED HOUSING:
MAXIMIZING SCARCE RESOURCES

Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church, Bortin Hall
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA
May 17, 2016, 10:00 AM—12:00 PM

We’ve been hearing about (and maybe experiencing) the lack of
housing that is affordable to many of our residents. Not only persons working in retail and
restaurants, but many professionals, such as teachers, police officers and other public servants,
cannot afford to live close to where they work. This lack of affordable housing has also
increased the number of homeless individuals and families in our communities.

This seminar will explore how we can better utilize some of our housing stock through
sharing. A terrific group of speakers has been assembled for this event:

Two dynamic women, Rachel Ginis, Lilypad Homes, and Loni Gray, ZOdwellings, will
discuss how they have found ways to make shared housing a reality in Marin County and
Berkeley. Because developing legal shared housing requires conformation with city zoning
codes, Andrew Smith, Walnut Creek Senior Planner and Code Enforcement supervisor, will
cover the zoning and code requirement. To round out the program, activists Merry Nail and
Richard Beal, from Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church and Hillcrest Congregational
Church, respectively, will share their experiences in sharing their homes.

There will be opportunity for group discussions to explore ideas on how we can
effectively address this housing crunch.

To register, click here: http://evite.me/Xgw5sjH3Ct. For more information, contact Mary
Fenelon by sending her a message at info@Iwvdv.org or calling the office at 925-283-2235.

This is an East Bay Housing Organizations (EBHO) Affordable Housing Week Event sponsored by the
Multifaith ACTION Coalition and co-sponsored by the MDUUC Social Justice Council, the Unitarian
Universalist Justice Ministry of California and the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley.

East Bay Gives — And We Do!
How to participate?

e Donate (between 12:01 am and 11:59 pm) by accessing
the East Bay Community Foundation’s East Bay Gives
website:

https://eastbaygives.org/npo/league-of-women-voters-of-diablo-
valley .

Click DONATE, then select or enter your amount and enter your Credit Card
details. Submit. Minimum donation amount is $20.

e Forward this flyer to friends and supporters of the League.

Thank you for your support! Questions? Email info@Iwvdv.org
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DONATE

To support our newsletter and
other activities, please donate
online by clicking on this button
or visiting our website at
www.lwvdv.org.

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS
& UPDATES

The League of Women Voters
of Diablo Valley Voter
Published monthly except

July and December

LWV of Diablo Valley
500 St. Mary’s Road, #14, Lafayette, CA 94549
925-283-2235  www.lwvdv.org

Editor: Leslie Stewart

Email delivery is free, but delivery by U.S. mail is $10/year.
Current/past issues are posted on our website.

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership in May. Please use the form on
the back page. If you have already renewed, thank you! (We send three notices before deleting but
remember: expiration date does not change even if payment is later.)

Shirley Parker

Harry Baker Lara DelLaney Jane Houser

Joan Buchanan Sally Germain Elise Judy

Marian Shostrom

Who do you know who should be a League member? Invite them to join!

We're on Facebook! Visit us and LIKE our

Facebook page. http://tinyurl.com/of402pj

And Twitter! Follow us on Twitter

@LWVDiabloValley

Please help us grow our social
media network!

Jan Howe, a long-time League member, died
recently. Many of you will remember her from
the outstanding program she and others put on
out in Antioch about the Delta and water as well
as her service on the LWVDYV Board. Jan always
jumped headlong into anything she cared about.

When the emails started going around about
memories of Jan, there were words attached like
vibrant, amazing, bright, active, fun, flair, good

citizen, presence, passionate. And yet these can't
describe her. They just hint at what a loss we've
had. Carole Woods

"Fire and Water"

Learn how climate change is
impacting weather in
California and what actions
you can take to oppose it.
Please attend a free
presentation entitled "Fire and
Water," by Dana Nuccitelli,
environmental scientist and
climate-change author.

Our Savior's Lutheran Church
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
Saturday, May 7, 2016
7to 8 PM
For full details, see our fiery
flyer
http://www.stanselms.ws/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/Fire-
Questions? Contact Doug
Merrill, 925-283-5301
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Published ten times per year

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
500 St. Mary’s Road, #14

Lafayette, CA 94549

MYy

Membership: Join Us or Renew!

Membership is not based on ability to pay. To pay alternate dues or to
request a scholarship, please contact Carole Woods at the League office:
(925) 283-2235.

CALENDAR
MONTHLY MEETINGS

May 10  Action Committee
$ $65 Individual Membership. Indicate NEW____ or RENEWAL____ 1-3 pm LWVDV Office
$ $95 Family Membership (2). Indicate NEW____ or RENEWAL____
$ $35 Associate Membership. Indicate NEW___ or RENEWAL____ .
(For a student or non-citizen non-voting member) May 12 Board Mee.tlng
$ GIFT MEMBERSHIP (circle appropriate category above) 1| 1-3pm LWVDV Office
Gift Membership from: [ .
(Please write recipient’s information below.) . May 21 Third Saturday
$ $10 included to receive printed copies of the Voter by US Mail I 3-4:30pm  Water
$ Additional Donation to LWVDV . Concord
$ TOTAL of ALL above enclosed to LWVDV. I
(LWVDV is a 501(c)3 organization. Dues and donations to LWVDV are tax- ] 11 A | Meeti
deductible. Tax ID number supplied on request.). = | June nnual vieeting
I | 10am-noon Lafayette
Name(s) .
Address I June 14 Action Committee
|| 1-3pm LWVDV Office
City State Zip .
Phone Email I|June16  Board Meeting
. o _ "1 1-3 pm LWVDV Office
Please print, complete, and mail this form along with your check to: |
LWVDV, 500 St. Mary’s Road #14, Lafayette, CA 94549 .
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